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Feeling their way through the Chinese mountains, two brothers creep carefully through the dark hills. The 
older brother is scared of dokkebi, mischievous goblins from Korean folklore. He is sure the ugly, horned 
creatures are hidden around every corner, waiting to pounce.

Dokkebi are not the teens' biggest fear. The brothers have, like their mother, sister, and aunt, fled North 
Korea, a country run by a dictator. If the Chinese police find the boys, the authorities will send them back 
to North Korea, where they will face severe punishment and maybe even death.

The brothers arrive in Thailand after about 12 months. From there, they fly in a plane to South Korea, their 
new home.

The brothers are lucky. Although about 200,000 to 300,000 North Koreans are hiding in China, only about 
2,000 of them make it to South Korea--and freedom--each year.

Why were the boys and their family willing to risk their lives? If they had stayed in North Korea, they might 
have starved to death. Since the mid-1990s, an estimated 2 million North Koreans have died from 
starvation, aid workers say. The situation is getting worse, says Byung-ho Chung, a South Korean 
professor.

Worlds Apart
Nearly a year after their arrival, the brothers seem content in Seoul, South Korea's capital city.

Both boys wear long shorts, T-shirts, and sneakers. Young Hoon, 18, is taller and has a round face. Young 
Jun, 15, has small features and a soft, childlike voice. The brothers spend most of their time at the 
Hannuri School, an after-school program to help 13- to 18-year-old North Korean refugees with their 
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schoolwork.

Chung, who founded Hannuri, says it's a place where the teens can talk about their emotions as they 
adjust to their new lives.

Although North and South Korea are neighbors, they are enemies. Communist-led North Korea invaded 
South Korea, starting the Korean War (1950-1953). The United States and other countries helped fend 
off the North Korean soldiers. Afterward, a heavily guarded border, called the Demilitarized Zone, was set 
up to divide the two countries.

Ever since, North Korea's communist leaders have isolated their country from the rest of the world. South 
Korea, on the other hand, has struggled to become a democracy.

The boys experienced the dramatic differences between the two countries firsthand. In North Korea, 
Young Hoon and Young Jun lived in a hut and ate mostly corn and potatoes. Their family was poor. Their 
father, who is still in North Korea, worked in a mine, pushing a heavy cart. Their mother spent long days 
doing housework, including washing clothes by beating them with sticks.

In South Korea, the brothers live with their mother and others in an apartment and have plenty of food, a 
refrigerator, a washing machine, and a TV.

In North Korea, only Young Jun attended school. Now the brothers have plenty of time to concentrate on 
their schoolwork. "You can eat well. You can study a lot," Young Jun says of life in South Korea.

Like other Hannuri students, the brothers love movies and video games--things they didn't have in North 
Korea.

Hope for the Future
Chung said many of the children are doing well despite being far from their homeland. Their success is a 
good indicator for the eventual outcome of what South Koreans long for--reunification with the North 
Korea.

Chung says reunification won't be easy, but watching the teens helps him believe the two countries will be 
one again.
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Nothing Left to Lose - Compare & Contrast Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. The major difference(s) between North and South Korea is/are

A. North Korea is communist while South Korea is democratic.

B. People are starving in North Korea but there is plenty to eat in South Korea.

C. Life is more comfortable and work easier in South Korea than in North Korea.

D. All of the above.

2. The order of countries which the brothers go through while fleeing communism is

A. North Korea, China, Thailand, South Korea

B. North Korea, Thailand, China, South Korea

C. China, Thailand, North Korea, South Korea

D. China, North Korea, Thailand, South Korea

3. The contrast in lifestyles before and after the family members fled their homeland is 

most explicitly shown in

A. the washing of laundry.

B. the after school programs.

C. the lack of goblins in the south.

D. the demilitarized zone.

4. Surprisingly, the older brother Hoon is, compared to the younger Jun, more

A. superstitious.

B. short.

C. poor.

D. soft-spoken.

5. Compare and contrast the United States to North Korea and South Korea.
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